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Honorable Michael Leavitt

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Yt
Dear Secreta‘gyi-Li it
f

[ reviewed the $275 million budget amendment for the Food and Drug Administration that the
Office of Management and Budget submitted last evening. While I applaud the effort to provide
additional dollars for protecting the food supply, assuring safer drugs and modernizing FDA buildings and
facilities, I do not understand the timing of this request.

As you are aware, at my urging, an additional $275 million was included in the Senate version of
the FY’08 supplemental appropriations bill. This amount was determined after I wrote to Dr. Andrew von
Eschenbach requesting that he “submit to me his professional judgment concerning what resources FDA
needs to protect the public’s health.” Currently, negotiations are underway to reduce the domestic portion
of the supplemental bill. The FDA funding is among the items being discussed for elimination.

The submission of your budget amendment at this time undermines the work that we have been
doing to obtain these additional dollars on an expedited basis. The facts are that if these funds are not
provided in this supplemental, no additional dollars will be available until March or April of 2009 — at the
earliest. Supporting additional dollars in FY’09 sends a signal that there is no urgency in providing these
funds.

The 81 deaths due to contaminated heparin and the one suspected death in the ongoing salmonella
outbreak show that we cannot wait nine months to give the FDA the resources needed to protect the
public.

I ask that you support our efforts in providing the additional funds for the FDA in the supplemental
appropriations bill. Anything less is risking the lives of Americans.

My best,

f(ffﬂrt‘(c—’ﬂ ﬁ7 70‘(// [cf/tfzc,.ﬂ‘f'

drie tic 7 M'ij 1{ Arlen Specter
: L /4y 47 Ranking Member
Benl7 [ cls cF b7 Y 7 Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
’ "f(;\/l Cw G # anfht. 4 Services and Education Appropriations
: ﬁf»\j{t"?

= [edEl
ASOly ey 0 W e /e



